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Empty trains have been dispatched from the Dorlin to the 2chwerin raile-
road district at an inercasod rote since 20 weptember 1550, The return
of trains carrying military units bogan on 30 .;eotember 1950, with 27
military troops trains, includinc empty trains, sassing through the
Ferlin railroad district on 30 Septerber 1950, w»ix 1oaded troop trains,
including one fronm the Grzifswald railroad district, were announced for
nassage to the forlin regzional railroad headquarters »rior to 1 p.nm. on

1 October 1950,

A1l these train roverments wore subjlect to particularly close control by
the Soviet V050 (Voyermye Soobshcheniya=rail transport control office) at
the Berl:m rozional railroad headquarters and were given priority over
routine traff.wg Upon arrival in the Berlmmilroad district, the trains,
somo of which had been pulled by shunting engines, were jiven new loco=

motives. Lany werc loaded in -11,tutock/Dosse, Jpanse, Gloewen and Lnytri gs
lust, An unusually large number of trains

wont to the ka-deburg railroad

district, using the ’Icu.,tadt/')o se=lathenow line. Late in afternoon of
30 September 1950 the Directorate-fenoral gave orders to also use the
sittenberge=~Stendal~liazdebury line in order to effoct a smoother flow of
shipments. 1iilitary trains bound for the Brandenburg arca used the Neuw
ruppin (Ferlin district)-Nauven-iustermark-Seddin=Belzig route and the
Neustadt/Dosse (I:rlin district)-Nauen-iustermark-Seddin-Belzig route.
Unloading stations in the Berlin railroad district included Belzig,

Rathenow and Jueterbogz.

A1l of these Soviet rail movenments were effected without a scheduls and
nmet with difficulties rogarding locomotives and train crews, The entire
operation seemed to be improvised and was directed by the Soviets who did
not give any advance notice to the Borlin main train dispatch office. On

2 Uctobor 1950, when the number of loaded military trains passing through
the Berlin railroad district amounted to 20 and the Lapdeburg=Stondale
7ittenberge line had to be used for the empty troop trains, the head of
the operations department of the Berlin regional railroad headquarters was
summoned to Colonel Shesternin, (fnu), the nowly appointed head of the
Soviet rail transport control office,; who advised him to take all steps
aspropriate to guarantee a smooth flow of Soviet transnortation operations
during the following days. Colonel Shesternin also said that the transe
cortation operation would continmue wntil 10 Octobar 1950
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The train dispatch office of the Schwerin regional railroad head-
quarters reported that in kecklenburg the transjortation operation
ended on L Yetober 1950,

Beginning 4 Yctober 1950 Soviet troop trains coming from the areas
of Forst sinna, Jucteriog, Jucterbog=Altes Lager and Rathenow, moved
toward or entered the lialle railvoad district. i

¥ Comnent, The reyort prescends a swmarizing survey on rail movew
&

ments ol clements of the 18th liecz Div and the Shth Ids Itz Rifle Div

from the wchwerin railroad district to the arca south of the Rathenovs
Fustermurk line, which began on 28 Septerber 1960, It supvlerments and

confirms observations on loading onersbtions and milie
tary rail movenents in the same arcas.| |

Colonel Shesternin probably was Colonel Shedernin, who was sreviously

identified at the Cotibus regional railroad headguarters.
it i@%:%lcntq The north=south roud movements of small tank units,

sresumably elomends of the (th and Tth Gds Tank Nivs, in the Jittenberg
area atout 26 and 27 deprember 1950 are bolieved to have been linked
with the rail movenents from the Jueterbog arca to the lolle railroad
district, which lcran on L Yelober 1950, |

It is still not clear whether these units were to particinate in the
nmancuvars conducted vy eloments of the Third Shock srpy in the area
east and southeast of .asdeburg.
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